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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonrnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) EI Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 
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Repll6ement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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The following is a quotation of tlie second paragraph of 35 U.S.C, 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The term "where appropriate" renders the scope of the claims 
vague and indefinite, since it is not clear when the conditions would be "appropriate". 
The phrase "where appropriate" should be changed to - - optionally - - in the 
penultimate line of claim 17 to avoid this rejection. 

The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .74 in failing to include a "Brief 
Description of Drawings". (See MPEP 608.01(f).) 

Claims 1-16 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Auslegeschrift 1 ,159,409 discloses the preparation of hydrogen cyanide by 
noncatalytic autothermal combustion of saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbons having 
from 1 to 6 carbon atoms, ammonia and oxygen, and cooling the reacted gases 
immediately after exit from the combustion zone. The combustion takes place in a 
turbulent flame. Krebaum (US 3,371 .990) discloses the production of hydrogen cyanide 
by reacting an organic nitrile with hydrogen in the absence of a catalyst. There would be 
no motivation for one of ordinary skill in the art to substitute the organic nitrile of 
Krebaum for the hydrocarbon of Auslegeschrift 1,159,409, since the process of 
Krebaum is not carried out in the presence of oxygen. Conversely, there would be no 
motivation for one of ordinary skill in the art to carry out the process of of Krebaum in 
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the presence of oxygen, since tliere is no teaching, disclosure or suggestion in the 
reference to do so. Moreover, the process of Krebaum is carried out at a temperature 
about 600 to about 850 C, whereas applicants' claims require a temperature of from 
1000 to 1800 C. There would be no motivation for one of ordinary skill in the art to raise 
the temperature in the process of Krebaum to 1 000 to 1 800 C. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wayne Langel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1353. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8 am - 3:30 
pm Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on 571-272-1358. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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